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June 3, 2020 

 

Adult Forum 
On hiatus  

 

Worship 
10:30 am 

 

Church Birthdays 
Jun 5-Reese Stolte,  
6-Tanner Barber,  
7-Bennett Connolly,  
8-Jackson Humpal,  
9-Emily Tyler, 12-Molly 
Wells, 13-Debbie Smith 
 
 

Welcome,  
Pastor Julie! 

We are delighted that 
Pastor Julie Erkel Hagee 
has begun her move and 
is gradually getting 
settled in her new home 
and her new church.  

 
 
Sympathy to  
Kathy Hickman whose 
nephew’s son, 9 year old 
Matthew Hampton from 
Hazelton, passed away 
recently. (The cause is 
currently unknown.) 

 
For your prayers… 
Dick Smith  

Michelle Luzaich’s 
mother Ruth Ptak  

Marlys Folkers’ 13 year 
old grandson, Eli Mor-
retz 

Like many of you, I watched in horror the 
footage of the Minneapolis police officer with 
his knee on a George Floyd’s neck, choking him 
to death. 

And then I cringe at the reaction of violence 
and looting that is creating chaos in many 
cities.   

So I fear for the lives of the police who are 
trying to preserve and protect law and order, 
but I also understand the frustration of those 
who don’t think their black lives matter to 
many in our society. 

I think it all boils down to a combined failure 
to take God’s Word in Genesis 1:27 seriously. 
“So God created humankind in his image, in 
the image of God he created them...and God 
blessed them…” 

Here God affirms that God created ALL hu-
mankind as God’s children – not just those 
who are born with the right color of skin or the 
right economic background, or the right affec-
tions, etc.  Every single person is created in the 
image of God and as a child of God.  

When Jesus was baptized God’s voice was 
heard affirming, “This is my child, whom I 
love.”   When we are baptized we claim that 
promise and that name, “Child of God” for all 
people. 

I am realizing more and more that, as a 
white person I have lived with certain privileg-
es that I have taken for granted because they 
were so ingrained in our society.  I never had 
to worry about being pulled over in a car just 
for “driving while black,” or having others sus-
picious of why I may be in a neighborhood, just 
because I had a different color of skin than the 

majority there.  I never had to have “the 
talk” that black parents feel they must have 
with their children about how to react if 
they are stopped by police, even for no ap-
parent reason.   

So it is hard for me to come close to feel-
ing the frustration of those who see incident 
after incident where black people are killed, 
whether it is by cops or white supremacists, 
and nothing changes.  There is just sorrow 
and then back to the way it was before. 

People whose ancestors were slaves, who 
had relatives who were lynched, whose civil 
rights were denied for decades understand-
ably wonder: “If peaceful protests don’t get 
anything done, what will?” 

We also see this lack of respect in how we 
have treated workers, many of whom are 
immigrants or minorities, who were deemed 
“essential” for our food chain and it was de-
manded that they go back to work for fear 
of losing their jobs or benefits, even when 
they knew their work conditions were not 
safe. 

Aretha Franklin hit the nail on the head 
when she sang about R-E-S-P-E-C-T.  Until 
we as individuals and as a society can view 
each person as a child of God, entitled to 
love and respect, then we will continue to 
fight these battles over and over.   

Perhaps the first step is for us as individu-
als to not just stand by and shake our heads 
in sadness or judgment, but to join in stand-
ing up and speaking out for justice and 
equality for ALL of God’s children. 

Isn’t that what Jesus taught us in how he 
treated all people? 

This Weekend  

An online worship experience will be available for viewing anytime this weekend.  Lynette will 
send out an email when it is ready with a link to the video.  Just click on the link. Starting this week 
you can also watch a recording of our worship service on Cedar Falls Cable Television’s public ac-
cess channel 95.5 or 18 on Saturday nights at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday afternoons at 12:00 noon.   

Worship will focus on Jesus’ commissioning of the disciples in Matthew 28:16-20, where Jesus 
promises them and us “I am with you always.”  We will ordain and install new elders and deacons 
for church leadership.  Invite your family and friends to join us for virtual worship! 

Co-Pastor’s Ponderings  - “Troubled Times” - Brad Braley 
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Thanks for serving last week: 

Pianist/Organist: Louann Flaherty 

Pianist/Guitarist/Vocalist: Connie Herbon 

Vocalists: Mason Sealock, Stephanie Marra 

Drums: Kirk Eastman 

Reader: Lynette Cline 

Videographer: Eric Braley 

Lawn Mowers-week of May 31: Doug and Sandy Lawry 

Pentecost Decorators: Sue Luck, Angie & Madison Lockey 

Paint touch-up: Jim Seeley 

Flower care: Jane Seeley 

Lawn Mowing Volunteers! 

Please sign up by email: firstpres@cfu.net, call the office 

277-3930, or use the Google Doc link below to sign up. You 

may mow anytime during the week(s) you choose. Two self-

propelled lawn mowers are available.  

Google Doc: Mowing Sign Up 

Thanks!! - August dates are open on the Google Doc. 

The week of : 

June 7: Stephenson  June 28: Lawry 

June 14: Braley  July 5: Clark 

June 21: Jensen  July 12:  Lawry 

Congratulations 
Madison & Abigale Vandewater are graduating from 

Ames High School this semester. Future plans for both 

ladies are yet to be determined. Tim and Marlene King 

are their grandparents. You may send them cards to: 

3220 Kent Ave., Ames IA 50010. 

The following is a pastoral statement on the church’s reentry to public life and worship  
adapted from the Presbyterian Church (USA):  

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place” (Acts 2:1). So begins the account 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church in the book of Acts. As we celebrated the day of Pentecost last Sunday, we 
know all too well that it was  not be possible for members of our congregation to be “all together in one place” this 
year. While some restrictions are being lifted in some places and for some people, the ongoing threat of the Covid-19 
global pandemic will require that we return to church in a way that is measured and mindful of the needs of the most 
vulnerable among us. While some may begin to attend public worship in person, we know that some will need to con-
tinue to worship at home for some time. 

We give thanks, then, for the promise of our faith—that the Lord God will bless and keep us, the risen Christ 
is with us, and the Holy Spirit connects us with believers near and far. We take comfort and inspiration from the ex-
ample of the earliest believers, who “spent much time together in the temple” and “broke bread at home ... with glad 
and generous hearts” (Acts 2:46). As we anxiously track the news in these times—with numbers of new cases, num-
bers of persons who have died, and numbers of those who are recovering—we remember the good news of the gos-
pel: “Day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). 

As this congregation considers resuming public activities, please know that we will do so through a careful 
process of discussion and discernment, with an abundance of caution and concern for those who are most vulnera-
ble, upon consideration of the best scientific knowledge at our disposal, in the spirit of constant prayer, and with full 
trust in the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  

To do so the Session has formed a task force to plan for how and when to begin that reopening process. Their 
first meeting will be June 4th.  

We may make mistakes along the way. There will surely be awkward moments as we adjust to new protocols 
and practices. There will be times of frustration, disappointment, and grief. We will have countless opportunities to 
exercise the spiritual gifts of patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-control.  

But there will also be blessings. There will be wonderful surprises, great celebrations, and moments of deep 
satisfaction. We will get to see glimpses of the new thing God is doing, even now. We will have opportunities to savor 
the spiritual gifts of love, joy, peace, generosity, and faithfulness.  

Let us be faithful, then—to God and to one another—as we receive the gifts and work through the challenges 
of this time in the life of our congregation and world. Let us be guided by the Word, responsive to the Spirit, and open 
to the grace of God. Let us remember that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. 

Congratulations to  
Lisa & Brite Woodruff on the birth of a son, Rhett Donald 
on June 1. Grandparents include Carolyn & Bruce Braley. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXI3N-yqkHxpcncN_DCIlmzIK9imZKNfTDJK_QVyt58/edit?usp=sharingC:/Users/first/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates

