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March 10, 2021 

 

Worship 
Join us weekly on 

our website: 
Firstprescf.org 

 

Church Birthdays 
Mar. 13-Shirley Hill, 14-
Joyce Hufferd, 17-Gary 
Sabey, A.J. Humpal, Ma-
ya Humpal, 18-Patti 
Humpal, 20-Roger Dean, 
Scott Connolly 
 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
BEGINS THIS SUNDAY, 

APRIL 14! 
 
 

For your prayers… 
‘Pete’ McCart  

Joyce Hufferd 

 

 

 Zoom Meetings  
Wed., March 10 

6:15 pm Jr. High aged 
SHINE 

7:00 pm Lenten Reflec-
tions via Zoom 

Friday, March 12 

10:00 am Book Study 

Sunday, March 14 

11:00 am (link below) 

Fellowship Hour. 

4:00 pm Jesus at the 
Movies, see pg. 3 

Monday, March 15 

6:30 pm Worship Team 

Tuesday, March 16 

6:00 pm Bible Study 

Wednesday, March 17 

NO Shine-Spring Break 

If he came to our churches on Sunday 
to be awkwardly greeted as stranger 
would he fashion a whip for our cleansing, 
would we cringe from his anger as danger? 
 
Would he drive out conservative? liberal? 
or upend those who balance on fences? 
What offence might he take, at what prac-
tice? 
Would he shake up our pews or our senses? 
 
Would he tear up my poems and sermons, 
say, “You fiddle while so much is burning!”? 
Would he throw out projectors or prayer 
books, call for change or a zealous returning? 
 
No, I hope he would gather us round him, 
knowing how we are raw and confounded, 
how we’re shaken and cast down by failure, 
how we fear that our death knell is sounded. 

He will say, “Little flock, don’t be fearful, 
for the kingdom will keep coming nearer, 
and your efforts and gifts won’t be wasted: 
what you lose is renewed and made clearer. 
 
For the pattern of Easter is central: 
out of death comes abundance of living; 
that’s the secret of all new creating. 
Nothing’s lost from our loving and giving. 
 
See my body in people not buildings! 
Know I’m with you in doubts and believing! 
Stir up zeal for compassion and justice! 
Learn to listen and wait for receiving! 
 
So my brothers and sisters, keep hoping! 
Seek the way and the truth, open-hearted, 
and be ready for future unfolding! 
I am in you: we cannot be parted!” 

What questions, fears, or hopes do these writings provoke in you? Take a mo-
ment to write them down or draw a picture to illustrate them. I would love to 
hear your thoughts. Send them along in an email or by snail mail. Your voice is 
important to our journey toward a more faithful representation of Christ. 
 

Your partner in the journey, 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

During our Zoom Fellowship Hour last Sunday, I had a number of requests to share the po-

em I read in the service in the E-link. Based on John 2:13-22, Barbara Messner’s poem cap-

tures the many questions, fears, and hopes that the story of Jesus in the temple provokes. 

Take a moment to reread the scripture passage and then read Messner’s poem below.  

The Cleansing by Barbara Messner 

Prayer of Preparation adapted from the Confession of 1967 
Reconciling God, to be reconciled to you is to be sent into the world as a 

reconciling community. You have entrusted us with your message of 

wholeness and healing. Help us to share in your work to heal the enmi-

ties which separate us from you and each other. In this way may our lives 

declare your love in all places. Amen. 

http://www.firstprescf.org
https://zoom.us/j/97475746240?pwd=RXlwT1FncXhuMTk4MlZ3OGc4NEdDUT09
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Thanks for serving last week: 

Worship Leader: Cyd Grafft 

Pianist: Connie Herbon 

Vocalist: Beth Culberson, Mason Sealock 

Communion Preparer: Lynette Cline 

Stove Cleaning: Jim Seeley 

Wednesday Lenten Reflections  
Our Lenten Reflections will be available on Zoom each 

Wednesday at 7:00 pm through March 24.  

(no session on March 17 due to spring break.) 
https://zoom.us/j/93649222206?
pwd=MGM3WFlzUmpEdlY1T3FROGVpcVFTQT09 

Meeting ID: 936 4922 2206   
Passcode: 634605   
To phone in: 1 312 626 6799  

This Weekend’s Worship - Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Sermon: “For God So Loved the World” 
Scripture: John 3:14-21 

Scholarship Opportunity 
The Dorothy Horn Scholarship provides financial assis-
tance to women from Presbyterian churches who 
attend the University of Northern Iowa.  Dorothy Horn 
attended the University of Northern Iowa and her es-
tate established this scholarship endowment, which is 
administered by First Presbyterian-Cedar Falls. 
Those interested in more information, or an applica-
tion packet, should contact First Presbyterian Church 
in Cedar Falls.  Materials can be requested by calling 
319-277-3930 or by email: office@firstprescf.org. All 
applications must be returned by May 1, 2021.  

Presby Spottings 

Sandy Lawry and Dan Bohnker 

were spotted working at the 

Northeast Iowa Food Bank last 

week! 

Thank You 
Thank you for all the birthday cards and well wishes 
for Walt's birthday and shoulder surgery. Now onto 
the road to recovery! 
Walt & Carolyn Stephenson 

Invitation to Join the Book Group 

A group of 7 members from 1st Presbyterian met this 
fall and studied "How to be an Anti-Racist" by Ibram X. 
Kendi, and then a larger group of 22 have finished the 
book "Caste-The Origins of Our Discontents" by Isabel 
Wilkerson. Through these books and a wealth of other 
resources, we have learned about the deeply en-
trenched inequities built into our society. We would like 
to use the momentum from our learning process to de-
velop a plan for First Presbyterian to make a difference 
as we "Reach Out to Others" individually and as a con-
gregation. 

As we continue in the learning phase, we are also trying 
to develop action steps where we can make an impact 
on our community, state and country. We would love to 
add more people.  If you would be interested in joining 
in a group to look at one of these books or other materi-
als related to social justice, please contact us.  Or if you 
would be interested in getting in the conversations 
about next steps, we would love your input!  The group 
has been meeting on Friday mornings at 10, but we are 
willing to adjust our time to allow others to join (late 
afternoons, evenings, weekends). The group has set 
guidelines to make these meetings a safe, respectful 
time of idea sharing.  Please consider joining in.  As Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. said "The time is always right to do 
what is right".  And from James Baldwin:  "Not every-
thing that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be 
changed until it is faced". 

Vaccine Information 

Are you having trouble finding information about the 

coronavirus vaccine? If you have general questions 

about the vaccine, call 211.  Resource specialists are 

available 24 hours a day to answer questions.  

We want to see your palm! 

Palm Sunday is just two weeks away! We would love to 
include you in our virtual palm parade. Attached to this 
email you will find a coloring page of a palm. Print it out, 
color it, and cut it out, then send us a picture or video of 
you waving your palm (please be sure to use land-
scape/horizontal mode). Upload your palm picture 
here: http://bit.ly/3t3vUxt or send your palm to the 
office via snail mail, making sure your name is on it. 
We’ll incorporate your palms into our service. 

https://zoom.us/j/93649222206?pwd=MGM3WFlzUmpEdlY1T3FROGVpcVFTQT09
https://zoom.us/j/93649222206?pwd=MGM3WFlzUmpEdlY1T3FROGVpcVFTQT09
mailto:office@firstprescf.org
http://bit.ly/3t3vUxt
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Thursdays - Worship Leaders Needed 
We are looking for people to lead worship with Pas-
tor Julie on Thursdays at approximately 3:30 pm. 
Please sign on the Google doc: Worship Leaders. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering – Palm to Passion Sunday 

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-

Development of People - all work in different ways to serve individuals and 

communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community 

development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, suste-

nance, and hope. Please consider what you can give to this offering!  

Checks may be made payable to the church with “One Great Hour” written 

on the memo or via PayPal. 

Tuesdays - The Grand Sweep Bible Study   
The Grand Sweep Bible Study class meets via Zoom 
weekly on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 pm and lasts 
until 7:30 pm through mid-April.   
Grand Sweep Bible Study  

Meeting ID: 822 0157 7459 
Passcode: 879309 
To phone in: 1 312 626 6799  

Sundays - Fellowship Hour 
Join us on Sundays at 11:00 am. 
Topic: Fellowship Hour 
https://zoom.us/j/97475746240?
pwd=RXlwT1FncXhuMTk4MlZ3OGc4NEdDUT09 
Meeting ID: 974 7574 6240 
Passcode: 504524 
To Phone In: 1-312-626-6799  

Mondays - The Lectionary Study  
Please join us on Mondays at 10:00am as we explore 
the sermon texts for the following Sunday. We have two 
sessions left in Lent. Our Lectionary study will be on hia-
tus for the month of April. If you have questions, 
please email Pastor Julie: pastor@firstprescf.org 
 

(This link was updated last week.) 
https://zoom.us/j/94644619364?

pwd=M1J6YTU1RlB1dTkyL2dGTkJteWJ0dz09 

Meeting ID: 946 4461 9364 

Passcode: 158493 

To phone in: 1 312 626 6799    
 

- Use this link to participate. Emails will not be sent. -  

“Jesus at the Movies: A Cinematic Experience for Lent” 

The final film being discussed as part of our “Jesus at the Movies” series is this Sunday.  The conversation will 
take place via Zoom at 4:00 PM.  This event is hosted by Cedar Heights Community Presbyterian Church. 

Participants are encouraged to watch the film before the discussion.  You may access the movie on YouTube, or 
watch it on your streaming service.  Click on the link to participate: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89363512864  

March 14: Tyler Perry’s The Passion; YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHn0ijTE4zw  

Friday- First Presbyterian Book Study 

The First Presbyterian Book Group will meet again this Friday 

at 10:00 am on March 12 with Zoom discussions of the book 

Caste--The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson.   

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Jl1p6qWKOU2f6vVrcOwz7UJtXE9AGFlItfFHuCwJT3E/edit?usp=sharingC:/Users/first/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82201577459?pwd=ZXUxZVRMWFJtZzc4azJ2Z1RIWFNMQT09
https://zoom.us/j/97475746240?pwd=RXlwT1FncXhuMTk4MlZ3OGc4NEdDUT09
https://zoom.us/j/97475746240?pwd=RXlwT1FncXhuMTk4MlZ3OGc4NEdDUT09
https://zoom.us/j/94644619364?pwd=M1J6YTU1RlB1dTkyL2dGTkJteWJ0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/94644619364?pwd=M1J6YTU1RlB1dTkyL2dGTkJteWJ0dz09
about:blank
about:blank

