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August 18, 2021 

 

Worship 
Join us weekly on 

our website: 
Firstprescf.org 

 

Church Birthdays 
Aug 21-Noah Tollefson, 
30-Dennis Reimer, Jim 
Seeley, Kevin Thedens 
 
 

For your prayers...  
Marlene King  

Walt Stephenson  

Judy Burfeind  

Tom Mulligan’s cousin  

Rob Cline’s brother-in-
law  

Evelyn Boice’s sister  

An Afghan family con-
nected to Doug & Sandy 
Lawry 

 

 

Notice...  
Sunday, August 22 
10:00 am Worship  

10:45 am Social Time on 

the west lawn. 

5:00 pm ThreeHouse 

Block Party, 2422 Col-

lege St 

Sermon: “Blessed Are You Who…” 
Scripture: Matthew 5:11-12 
Ways to join worship: In-person, Face-
book Live at 10:00am on Sunday, by re-
cording on Monday. 
 
Question of the Week: Who are people of 
faith you look to for encouragement 
when you feel discour-
aged or struggle to fol-
low Jesus’ example? Go 
to our Facebook page 
and share your answer 
with us.  

This Weekend’s Worship  

Prayer of Preparation 
Dear Jesus, 

Thank you for your beautiful heart and topsy

-turvy teaching! Thank you for changing our 

hearts and lives—for helping us see every-

one and everything through your eyes. 

Bring us down the mountain now with hope 

and strength to serve, love, and heal 

your world. Remind us each day what it 

means to be truly blessed, and keep us 

steady as we follow your footsteps. 

Amen. 

 

“Blessed are you who when people revile 

you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. Re-

joice and be glad, for your reward is great 

in heaven, for in the same way they perse-

cuted the prophets who were before you 

(NRSV).”  – Matthew 5:10 

 

This Sunday we will sit with Jesus atop the 

mountain reflecting on what it means in 

Matthew when he says, “Not only that—

count yourselves blessed every time peo-

ple put you down or throw you out or 

speak lies about you to discredit me. What 

it means is that the truth is too close for 

comfort and they are uncomfortable. You 

can be glad when that happens—give a 

cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, 

I do! And all heaven applauds. And know 

that you are in good company. My proph-

ets and witnesses have always gotten into 

this kind of trouble. (The Message).”  

 The Beatitudes – “Blessed are You Who…” 

In this beatitude Jesus calls his disciples (us) 

to take the joyful risk of putting our honor 

and our lives on the line for his sake and 

the sake of the gospel. In this way we 

should directly address oppression in our 

system—which has some eerie similarities 

to the Roman system in the time of Jesus. 

As we wrap up this beatitude series, we 

must consider what we are being called to 

do as we descend the mountain. Once we 

are back on flat ground, what will be our 

next faithful step? One place to start is to 

engage in the PC(USA) Week of Action 

offerings (see the article on page 3.) Please 

join me by choosing at least one of the 

events listed on the  PC(USA) Week of Ac-

tion Webpage and share your learning with 

a friend. 

 

Your fellow mountain climber, 

http://www.firstprescf.org
file://///Users/julieerkelhagee/Downloads/Facebook%20page
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
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Thanks for serving last week: 

Worship Leader: Nancy Hoppe 

Computer Operator: Dave Luck, Carol Dotseth 

Videographer:  Neal Leeper 

Computer Video Software: Gary Clark 

Shepherds & Lawn Mowing: Doug & Sandy Lawry 

Flowers: Cyd Grafft 

This week’s schedule (Zoom and on-site) 

 Sunday, August 22 

 10:00 am  Worship, sanctuary 

 10:45 am Social Time, west lawn 

 5:00 pm ThreeHouse Block Party, 2422 College St 

Monday, August 23 

 10:00 am Lectionary, dining room 

Thank You 

Thank you for all the support following my recent knee 
replacement surgery. I spent a week in a short-term tran-
sition center shortly afterward receiving inten-
sive physical, occupational and speech therapy. Now 
waiting for in-home therapies to begin. Carolyn appreci-
ates the support, too! It looks like this recovery will not 
be as easy as the recovery from the shoulder surgery I 
had in early March. We hope we can make the drive to 
worship in person before too long. 

~Walt Stephenson 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Please sign up in the narthex to help as a: 

• Worship Leader 

• Shepherd Greeter 

• Lawn Mower 

Per Capita Offering 

It’s not too late to donate toward the Per Capita 

Offering. Our church pays $39 per member each 

year for the Per Capita. Your gift helps to defray this 

cost and supports the mission and ministry of our 

Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. 

Thanks to those who volunteered to pack produce at the 

Northeast Iowa Food Bank last week. We packed 1000 

pounds of produce! We also donated 32 pounds of food. 

It was a very product-ive session! 

Kevin Thedens 

Kallista Mohl, 

Rhonda Braley 

and Jan Thedens 

(background) 

Doug Lawry, 

Brad Braley and 

George Barr 

Coming Soon in September…  
Fall Schedule 

September 5 
 10:30 am New Worship Time! 
 11:30 am Social Time, west lawn 
September 12 
 10:30 am New Worship Time! 
  Break-Out Learning Session for Kids 
 11:30 am Social Time, west lawn 
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Presbyterian Church (USA) Week of Action – August 23-29, 2021 

The Week of Action, which made its debut last year amid a rash of racialized violence, including 

the deaths of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, is meant to be a visible arm of justice through-

out the denomination as the PC(USA) stands on the foundations of the Matthew 25 invitation 

and the Hands & Feet initiative. 

 

“This is the work of the Christian; this is the work of the believer in Jesus Christ — to love — and 

what is justice but love in public, says Cornel West, and that’s what we’re doing,” said Leonard, 

who also cited Micah 6:8. 

 

That Scripture says, “O mortal, what does God require of you, but to do justice, to love mercy, 

and to walk humbly before your God,” Leonard noted, “and so we are called to literally do this 

work. Sometimes, it’s fearful. Sometimes we walk and lay our feet down without knowing what 

the next step is going to be, but regardless, we know that we are moving, and that the Spirit has 

required (this) of us.” 

 

This year’s events will be a hybrid of both in-person and virtual opportunities to connect. More 

details will be released as events are finalized, but in the meantime, Leonard is encouraging 

everyone, including mid councils, churches and community activists, to get engaged. 

 

The 2021 Week of Action web page is being built and will be updated regularly with new infor-
mation, so check back often. For more information, email shanea.leonard@pcusa.org. All 
events will be livestreamed on the Week of Action webpage. Recordings of the live events 
will be available and posted to the website on a later date. 
 
Monday: International Struggles 
Tuesday: Plight of Poverty 

Wednesday: LGBTQIA Resilience 

Thursday: Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 

Friday: Asian Americans and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Hate 

Saturday: Black Lives Matter and #Give828 

Sunday: Gun Violence and Mass Shootings 

https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
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Thanks to everyone who attended and helped at 

our Backpack Blessing event at Washington Park! 

A New School Year! 


