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July 27, 2022 

10:00 am  
Sunday Worship 

Firstprescf.org 

 

Church Birthdays 
Jul. 27-Carolyn & Caleb 
Braley, Aug. 2-Justice 
Humpal, 3-Bill Downs, 
David Lee, 4-Debbie Dean, 
6-Mary Clapp, 11-Greg 
Dotseth 

 
Office Note… 

Lynette is on vacation and 
will return to the office on 
Thursday, August 4. Call 
before stopping by to be 
sure someone is available.  

 
Nursery Notice:  

Staffed childcare is sus-
pended until September. 
The chapel is available as 
a quiet area for small chil-
dren. Changing tables are 
in the narthex restrooms. 

 
Coming Soon… 

Sunday, August 21 
11:00 am - Worship will 
be at 1st Presbyterian-
Waterloo 

 
Volunteers can sign up 
anytime online: 
 

Greeter Sign Up: 

Sign Up Genius: Greeters 
 

Worship Leader Sign Up: 

Sign Up Genius: Worship 

Leaders 
 

Or sign up in the narthex! 

This Weekend’s Worship – 10:00 am 

Summer Series: I’ve Been Meaning to Ask… 
Sermon: What do you need? Part 2 
Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:9-18 - When the apostle 
Paul felt abandoned, he reached out to his 
friends without reservation, telling them what he 
needed and releasing resentment and shame. 
 
Prayer of Preparation  
God of abundant grace, we give thanks that by 

your Spirit we can release resentment and 

shame. Help us to use this freedom to share your 

good news. Amen. 

I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…What do you need? 2 Tim 4:6-18 

An Artist’s Reflection by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 

 
Paul’s actions have returned to him. While in a posi-

tion of power, as Saul, he persecuted people of faith, 
and now he sits alone at the end of his life, beaten and 
imprisoned for his own beliefs. It would make sense to 
me that Paul would be in turmoil, filled with guilt for his 
former actions, and troubled with resentment. He lists 
people who have abandoned him, which might have led 
him to instruct Timothy to right it all. However, Paul 
chooses another way: “May it not be counted against 
them!” (2 Tim. 4:16) Perhaps he is able to offer for-
giveness because of the blinding forgiveness he himself 
received... maybe because he forgave himself too. 

What does Paul need at the end of his days? He 
needs companionship, and he needs it quickly. He 
needs his cloak to wrap around his battered body and 
the company of books to keep his imagination engaged. 
He needs parchments to share his wisdom and to pro-
claim the Good News. He could’ve passed on bitterness to Timothy, but instead express-
es gratitude for God’s provision. I believe the foundational need of this text is the need 
for forgiveness. Forgiveness transforms Paul’s life. It enables him to seek companionship 
and comfort instead of vengeance, and it is the essence of the message he carries. 

In this block print, I carved Paul writing this letter to Timothy. The lines on his skin 
echo the twists and turns of his life while the lines on the page give him release. The cell 
bars obscure the view, however, the light of his halo and the power of his letter cannot 
be contained. His hand reaches just beyond one of the bars because in receiving for-
giveness, reaching out for companionship, and letting go of guilt and resentment, he is 
free.  

—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, A Sanctified Art 

Paul in Prison 
by Lauren Wright Pittman 
Inspired by 2 Timothy 4:9-18  
Hand-carved blocks printed 
with oil-based ink on paper 

http://www.firstprescf.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA9A728ABF4CF8-shepherds1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA9A728ABF4CF8-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA9A728ABF4CF8-worship
https://sanctifiedart.org/creativeteam
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Thanks for serving last week: 

Videographer: Gary Clark 

Computer Operator: Rob Cline 

Lawn Mowing: Phil Batchelder 

Hygiene Kits: Hope Goering & Community Ministries 

(Mowing the week of  7/24 - Gary Clark) 

SHINE Volunteers Needed! 

We are seeking volunteers to help teach 

Sunday SHINE this year! We will have 

easy to follow lesson plans available 

each Sunday. The amount of teaching time is brief, but 

would bring much joy to your week! You would be working 

with another volunteer or member of the CYF Ministry 

Committee to teach a small group of kids. You can volun-

teer only once, or on a regularly scheduled basis. If you are 

interested in this fun opportunity, please contact us. 

Pastor Julie will be providing pulpit 

supply for 1st Presbyterian Church in 

Waterloo, and we will be joining her! 

In lieu of a service at 9th & Main, we 

are invited to join their 11:00 am ser-

vice. 

Rides will be organized at a later date. 

Update from Working for Justice: Breaking Bias  

The Working for Justice: Breaking Bias group will  

be reading the book Organizing Church: Grassroots 

Practices for Embodying Change in Your Congrega-

tion, Your Community, and Our World by Tim Con-

der & Dan Rhodes over the summer. We decided 

we want to explore faith community organizing. 

We will resume regular meetings in September and 

plan to meet on the first and third Wednesdays of 

each month from 10-11 AM, either in-person or by 

Zoom.  Meetings are planned for September 7 and 

21, October 5 and 19, November 2 and 16, and De-

cember 7 and 21.   

New members are always welcome to join our 

meetings. 

This week’s schedule 

Wednesday, July 27 

 7:00 pm CFMC Study Group, library 
 

Sunday, July 31 

 10:00 am Worship, sanctuary 
 

Monday, August 1 

 6:30 pm CYF Team, Zoom 

NEWSLETTER NOTE! 

Next week’s E-Link newsletter will be sent on 

Thursday, August 4 when Lynette returns to the 

office. 

First United Methodist Church, 718 Clay St in Cedar Falls is 

having it’s annual rummage sale. 

• Thursday, Aug. 4, 5:00-8:00 pm 

• Friday, Aug. 5, 8:00 am -1:00 pm 

• Saturday, Aug. , 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

$3 bag sale or 1/2 Price Sale on Saturday 

Antiques, clothing, books, toys, jewelry, quilts made by 

the church quilters, usual household and bake sale. 

Lunch available all days. 

Proceeds go to mission activities. 

Sympathy notice: 

Gene Kuehn, father of Beth Ehlers, passed away on Sun-

day, July 17. Gene’s granddaughter, Stephanie Ehlers 

Swenson, was formerly employed here as our CYF director. 

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/33517954-organizing-church
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/33517954-organizing-church
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/33517954-organizing-church
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/33517954-organizing-church

